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logic foundation. She bears witness to the fact that although in the
course of human history various forms of life and social organization
have been discarded and replaced by new ones, and religions, ideals,
and ethical commandments and valuations have changed, certain
psychic features in the development of the individual have remained
for centuries uninfluenced by all these outer transformations.

These features combine into units, sometimes in myths, sometimes
in highly differentiated cultural organizations; some of them emerge,
others disappear, to reappear again later.

The following lines are from Bachofen's Muttemcht und Urreligion
("Matriarchy and Primitive Religion"):

More ancient than the male prophet is feminine prophecy; more constant in
loyalty, firmer in faith is the feminine soul; woman, weaker than man, is never-
theless occasionally capable of rising far above him; she is more conservative,
particularly in cults and when it comes to the preservation of the ceremonial

element___Traced back to the prototype of Demeter, the earthly mother becomes,

as it were, the mortal representative of the telluric primeval mother, her priestess,
and as hierophantic priestess, is entrusted writh the administration of her mysteries.
The religious primacy of birth-giving motherhood leads to that of the mortal
woman. . . . The mysterious constitutes the true nature of every religion, and
wherever woman plays a leading part in the cult and in life, she shows a bias for
the mysterious. This is warranted by her natural disposition, which indissolubly
connects the sensual and the suprasensual, by her close kinship with the life of
nature and with matter, whose eternal death first arouses in her the need of a
comforting thought.

Thus., the Demeter mother rule is, according to Bachofen, associated
with the cultivation and development of the mysterious, the super-
natural, the religious, and is distinguished by the appearance of
sublime priestly feminine figures. The gynecocratic civilization
consecrates motherhood and is characterized by an intensification
of the mystic, the religious, and similar elements; woman in it is the
severe guardian of the mysteries, of law and peace.

This is the prototype of that active-motherly woman who has a
primitive feminine quality in her spirituality. This quality con-
stitutes a bridge between her and the inwardly erotic-feminine woman,
even though the two are essentially different.

We emphasize again that our classifications are intended only for
purposes of exposition; when we speak of types it is always with the
reservation that pure types are almost non-existent, and that in each
real type one can always find traits of another,, sometimes directly
opposite type. Thus, among our active-feminine types we often
encounter women who, for all their eligibility to be chiefs of a
matriarchy, display tendencies that do not quite tally with the pure